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As related in Part One, No 35 was the 
last of Adams’ design, for on 28th July 
1873, he tendered his resignation to the 
Locomotive Stores & Traffic Committee. 
They referred to his long nineteen years 
with the Company and expressed their 
regret at losing his services. In September 
1873, John Carter Park was appointed 
in his place, and thus began his almost 
nineteen years of locomotive design.
   Not much changed during the first years, 
but then Park’s designs began to emerge 
and on 27th February 1875, Park asked 
permission to renew six locomotives. They 
were Nos 30-33, 36 and 37. They were fitted 
with Webb’s Steam Brake and his pattern 
injectors from new. They were followed in 
June 1876 by four new engines, numbered 
67-70, which were built for the service 
onto the Great Northern Railway, which 

started in January 1875. Soon afterwards, 
on 25th June 1877, a decision was taken 
to fit coverings to the footplates, these 
began with No 36 then all new and later 
engines were fitted with a cab. The four 
engines, 71 to 74, were built with Webb’s 
Improved Steam Brake from new, after the 
extension from Chalk Farm to Willesden 
was authorised. 
   From then on, all further new engines 
were fitted with new improved frames as 
well, and twelve engines - No 45 through 
to No 56 were built, followed by 11-14 and 
57-60, which were built in turn. Then the 
engines following No 7 were built with 
Gresham’s injectors.
   Suddenly, John Park was taken ill and his 
highly regarded records ceased.

David Hanson

The locomotives of the NLR :
The Park years

4-4-0T No 42, seen at Finsbury Park in March 1891, after being fitted with a cab, but retaining 
the sandbox on top of the boiler. The loco was built in 1873, after Park had taken charge, but 
before his own designs began to emerge .                                           David Hanson collection
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Above :  4-4-0T No 48, whilst painted in lined 
green livery. She was completed at Bow on 7th 
February 1884 and carried the Works Number 
189. She was fitted with a cab from the outset, 
along with improved frames and Webb’s steam 
brake. It is believed that the last new loco to be 
painted green was 4-4-0T No 54, dating from 
June 1885.

Right : No 53, completed in May 1885. 
Both : David Hanson collection
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A beautifully executed engraving from the 9th January 1891 edition of Engineering, showing 
4-4-0T No 51. The original heading described her as a “Passenger locomotive for the North 
London Railway. Constructed at the Company’s works, Bow, from the designs of Mr. J. C. 
Park, Locomotive Superintendent.” On a following page, the journal gave this description: 
“In many of its details this engine resembles the tank goods locomotive of the same line... 
but being intended for passenger traffic, has larger driving wheels (5ft 5in in diameter), and 
the speed at which it is intended to run being higher, a bogie has been fitted in front to ease 
the engine in rounding the numerous curves on the line. The boiler is of steel, with a copper 
firebox and steel tubes. The stay bolts are also steel and of the special type [as used on] the 
goods engine already referred to.”                                                        David Hanson collection

THE LOCOMOTIVES OF THE NLR: THE PARK YEARS



14

NLRHS JOURNAL AUGUST 2023

13

End-on drawings showing the internal arrangements of John Park’s 4-4-0Ts, as published in 
Engineering on 9th January 1891.                                                          David Hanson collection
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Park 4-4-0T No 55, completed at Bow Works on 18th September 1885, stands at Canonbury 
with a train for Kilburn in September 1889.                                           David Hanson collection
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